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OCR CHRISTMAS LIST OF TRADESMEN,

Christmas oomes bat once a rear, bat what otner

festival, la this wonderful land of divers and hetero¬

geneous populations, excites so wide and general an

Interest? Tennyson has sung for Englishmen In a

Single line
Norman and Saxon and Dane are we,

but the American poet of tne ripened future, when
the whirligig of time shall have welded us together
Into one grand, homogeneous people, will have to

lake & whole and noi very short stanza in recount¬

ing the various sources from which the great repnb-
lie has been recruited. Duly a very small and In¬
considerable el.ment ol our population, however,
can be truthfnlly supposed to have no interest lu
the merry season or cnristmas tide. Even the
Israelite finds his accountm it as with Joyful heart be
romputes his gains in added business and a swollen
purse. John Chiuamao. our last acquisition, and
the noble untutored savage wuo, with questionable
chivalry, aoatps our explorers and frontiersmen,
may, Indeed, experieno no stirring or the pulse, no
qulcxer movement of the blood, at the recurrence of
th.s blessed holiday. Bat they are perhaps the only
exceptions to the general sentiment. Every man of
European descent, every child of the Cross, wher¬
ever be may be, welcomes gladly the advent of this
crowning festival ol the year. The Puritans for a
a few generauons ventured to ignore its claims and
expressly foroade the observance of the "Popish
custom" of estnu Plum porridge on the 26th of
liecember, but they have been compelled to yield to
the better sense 01 the vast majority of the peoples
of Christendom.
This year we are happy in the enjoyment of what

has been in all times considered seasonable Christ¬
mas weather. The ground is oovered with snow;
the air is pure and bracing with the wholesome,
though sometimes over-keen, cold of winter;
and the cheertul ring 01 the sleigh bells and the
laughter of pleasure-making lads and lasses will
comblue In musical harmony with the rejoicing
Chimes of the churches. We shall tnus probably
have a Christmas 01 exceptional merriment and
gladness. Let us ail resolve, and "keep our purpose
with an equal mind." to make it the brightest and
gayest season of yule we have ever known 1
For tse past two weeks the preparations for the

coming festival uave been earnest and thorough,
The great avenues of trade have been thronged with
purchasers, and all masses have vied with each
other in the good work ot providing for the impend-
lng least.
"What have you been doing to-day, Fred?" asked

the writer ot a ineud vestcrday.
"Just the hardest day's work 1 have done In the

yrhoie year. 1 nave oeen ever sthoe noon buying
my Christmas presents, i hare only laid out about
a huDdrea dollars, but Christmas gifts make a good
show lor a very little money. I'd like you to jnst
take a look round ray rooms. There ate heaps of
ptutron every ta le and in every corner; the mantel¬
piece is loaded up with pretty holiday books; I
gcarceiy know which way to turn."
"Why don't you send them direct to your

friends?"
"Well, in the first place, that is a violation

Dt one essential principle of Christmas.that gifts
should oe made eltner on the eve of the day
pr on the day itself. And then, besides
that, there ta another very sufficient MM
for plug tne things by me. Ton see -fttn
getting old (Mr. Fred is u bachelor of twenty-eishU
ana being now past the season when I can i*vO*
Btivrum* very- vividly iud keenly mjtoit, mr /rtn"

_

M)uroe ot emjoyment iigf gfostlog over the
jd> H*nre J am going to make ."fcr others. And on

coming home after business I just like to look round
and over a philosophical pipe contemplate in silent
reverie (ho imtneu.e sum of enjoyment that in con¬
fused heaps surrounds me ou every hand. A little
fifty cent box or oonbous for my four-year-old niece,
Mary, or a dollar steam engine for her brother Fred
is mental rood enough to last through that great
Turkish pipe o( mtuo, loaded up to the brim. For 1
am still as much a selfish sybarite as when we
were tu Paris together five years ago, though in a
little more harmless and reputable way. And the
best of it Is that I fluu it even more delightful.*'
Ana Fred is but a specimen of a very numerous

species of the ..mencan homo. There is one thing
that Americans enjoy even more than making
mouey-and that is spending tu Pure generosity
es distinct from liberal almsgiving is not dignified,
as among the Moslem, with the glory or a religious
duty; but It is a cardinal principle of that unwritten
law to wuich we all subscribe more heartily than to
the precepts or the puiplu Professional phrenolo¬
gists have all found ihl out, and In making out their
characters they invariably tell their client, among
much sensible advice, and a few shrewd guesses as
to his favorite virtues aud vices, "you can make
money much more easily than yon can keep it."
This la always a trump card; the being sitting for
Ins moral, intellectual and spiritual portrait in¬
stantly cries out, "That'sso." and is on the whole
convinced that though practical phrenology may
not yet be a perfect and complete science 11 must be
at least rounded on many truthful and carefully
studied-out facts and observations. .

But perhaps the same thing is true, in a more or
less marked degree, of all mankind. "It u more
blessed to give than to receive," said thai Saviour
whose birth we are in a few aays going to com¬
memorate. In manr other lands, however, the
hardness of gainlug a livelihood has hardened
men's hearts and narrowed them Into a sa<i but out
unnatural selfishness. But here, in this broad and
beautiful land, even the poorest can, with industry
sua health, secure sometuiug above the bare cost of
food and shelter, while to some the surplus Income
that may be expended lu the refinements and com¬
forts of civilized life is simply enormous. We must
not, therefore, take to ourselves over much credit
lor giving way under these favoring conditions to
the universal impulse to open one's hand aud taste
the sweets of uu-eifishnees.
To tuiu who withes to thoroughly enjoy Christmas

there is no employment more delightful
than a stroll at this season turough our great
itioroughtaree of commerce. The stores seem lit
up by the time into uu exceptional gayety and
bugntness. Fuller than their wonl with all that
can cnarm the eye or tempt the sense.many of
them, indeed, strewing the sidewalk with their
wares.crowded with purchasers and noisy with
the pleasant murmuis of buying and selling.?hey
are, indeed. In the happiness nnd kindly, genial
spirit of which they are the proof, a sight for all
wno have been distempered by the rough usage of
a pitiless world. Even a detested politician might
look upou ihe show and take heart again, and oe-
bevs lu the goodness and humanity of the great
uia-s of bis reltow citizens. Apart, however,
Horn nil seuUiueutal associations, ana regarded
limply ss a -pectucle, such a street as Broad way at
Christinas is wortu caretul study. The gaudy
colors ol the holiday gins, tne moving crowds of
¦tfhtaeers and customers, the stir aud bustle and
contusion aud noi«e ami busy Hie unit animate (lie
picture, make up a scene of singularly pleasing
brlghioees. Mow Mr. an I Mrs. Bomn would oe
delighted If they could out enjoy a saunter through
these realms of lairyliad we can imagine the
«,olden Dustman wandering In wrapt admiration
through the splendiu realms of Tlftauy, or inspect¬
ing the hnmbier war s of the fancy goods ware¬
houses. or watching wild sparkling eyes the heaps
or bonbons and candies nt one of the great confec¬
tioners. But In iois respect every mau or
taste and leisure mora or less resrmbies
the Boffins. Perhaps tne book stores and
art shops are the ones that calm most oi bis time
end attention, but ne cauuoi resist the temptation
to also join the gaping crowd tnai always bangs
around the winnow m which the laal ucw mechan¬
ical doll, having ueen duly wound up anil started,
gambols over tire counter with a perTe uy "ubltme
innocence or stage irignt. In fact, the ability to
properly enjoy (tie shops thai ue in one's path are
a* good a red of tne moral soumuucmi 01 n man as
the ability to indulge lu * good uearty peal ot laugh¬
ter. It is scai cutt Ukur that I he wau who is twt

guilty of the innocent weakness or antiindertap an
now or to In routing hla eves with the twHendora of
the Cb rutmas display la tbe store* anil add mucb
saretT to tbe merry compan* gathered round toe
Christmas dinner. Ana as for espeotallv jovial and
good-natored men.those who are married, at any
rate-we all know that they gel avoided every
evening during the fortnight oelore Christinas for
being late to dinner, and are even unjuati> accused
or billiards and early revelry, when their only real
offence has been to linger ovcr-ioug on the road,
looking at the pretty things in the sbopa and wish¬
ing that they were nch enough to make ten tunes as
many girts as they have already purchased, and
thus delight the eyes ana inove the hearu of every
kinsman and rrlend.
.some one said a long time ago mat but lor Christ¬

mas and Its kindly rues, whloti gUddeu o r hearts
and give us a tatr excuse lor ending old feuds and
taking a uew lease of Ule. we stioulu gr *v old very
much more quickly than we do. Christinas guts,
Indeed, whether given or taken, do more than pre¬
vent our glowing ohl; they actually add 10 our

yonth by making us. for tne time leel young and
hopeful. True, Hie season may he siion and the
rejuvenescence but transient, but It is none the less
a priceless boon. As we look upon the bright Utile
face of some happy child, which has lit un into beam¬
ing delight as we have producv-d irom our ocket
some pretty toy or glittenog trinket, wo go back
aimoet involuntarily to our own dawu or die. when
existence was for us too, a careless nut jovnus 11011-
day, whose brightness was checkered only with
summer clouds and whose innocence was unstained
bv a single spring of remorse. Hands mat nave
long been still and helpless then ministered to our
pleasure, as ours are doing now; loving eves, for¬
ever glazed In death, reflected our delutht; kindly
voices, now hushed and silent, though their echo
even yet haunts our day dreams, geutiy bade us be
happy and good. It is do light thing that ge.era-
ti< n should thus be knit to generation by tnese
genial triaca. A few cents' worth 01 painted wood,
a hideously discordant chuu's trumpet, a hancuul
of candies, may be In tne eye of a cynic or a politi¬
cal economist.nearly ad cyuics, by the way, are
political economists, though there are, here and
there, a lew political economists wh6 are not
cynics.but so much wasted wealth-a foolish
tribute to an absurd and utterly ridlcub<ns custom.
But men with hearts that still thrill with a.iecuonate
memories or a happy past know better.
There la no more pleasant sight, perhaps, even at

this joyous season of the year, than to watch a good
alzed company of children being taken abouc.to toy
stores and oandy shops just to least their eves over
the treasures they contain. Another long term or
school has closed, and next to a maun e pettorm-
ance ot a pantomime, or a spectacular drama or the
circus, this cruise amid the spienuors of Christmas
commerce is the most popular ana coveted gratia-

idays. It is ofcation of the new holidays. It Is of course expressly
stipulated and agreed by each and all contracting
parlies taat mamma shall not oe direcuy impor¬
tuned to buy anything.no matter how cheap.that
may happen to oharnt tne eyes ot her ohildren. This
Is to oe a mere spectacular excursion, and tne love
that any object may excite la to be ol a purely
Platonic charaeter and must never be allowed to
degenerate uito the love of possession. It is turther
stipulated and agreed that Che boys and glris are to
be good and must keep together ana take care not
to t>e lost In the crowd, and must not be in a hurry
to cross a street, and must not run, lest they should
slip on the toy pavement, aud must not cry when
they get urea, and so on to the end or a long chap¬
ter, which contains some score or more of similarly
grave and weighty clauses. A very slight exertion
ol memory will enable most men to remember such
contracts Into wnioh they once hopefully and joy¬
fully entered, and which they shamelessly broke
and disregarded, paying, perUaps, in one ever-mem-
orabie instance, for the offence with the awiul and
terrible penalty of oemg earned to the station
house by a kindly policeman as a strayed child and
having to etav there hours and hours, in the course
of whioh the said offender got very hungry, and was
fed by the bounty ol the sergeant, until at nightfall
Eapa came in a great state of excitement to fetch
lin home. But such adventurous journeys rarely

end so disastrously, though they are invariably
marked with many a sudden fright and narrow
escape. Perhaps the little army of sightseers go
down town in the morning wltn papa, who waits
half an liour behind his usual rime on purpose to
accompany them, and even then has great difficulty
in getting tnein to move. Then, beginning in tUe
great wholesale toy stores, they march slowly upBroadway. Ah! what wonders open upon the view
as thsy turn out of the solemn-lookiug downtown
street up a dark staircase and emerge upon a hugefloor, lighted b.v an immense skylight and well
crowded with all sorts of novel and glittering
Inventions for tbe nursery. The eye is fairly bewil¬
dered by the amaziug wealth of treasures with
whtoh It is greeted on every side. Dolls Dy the thou¬
sand, male and female, blonde and brunette (though
mostly bloude, because it Is almost impossible to
have black hair that will lay down smooth, wlule
flaxen hair, though equally rough, does not look
very bad when displayed as a "townead"), and
dressed in all modes of fashion aud every known
uniform, from Norman peasant to a lady of tbe
..high world".from a laudwehr soldier with a
spued helmet to a harlequin or a policeman; games
by the hundred, and most of them of new and un¬
heard-of splendor and Ingenuity; toy toolcbests,Noah's Arks houses and furniture, theatres, musi¬
cal boxes and tiny dolls' dresses and boots ami hats
by uncounted millions. Mamma in an under¬
tone explains to the courteous salesman that
she wishes 10 take her children around to see the
store and wilt to morrow call in and make her pur¬
chases. Slowly and with lingering foots* cps tne
children wait amid the treasures that line their

dtp aa nu»»nt'n« o-. .

Ai 'mnm iiQLr ««e

¦.V .In omn-i nwus tOV«luioiva uiai k' T.'.nrt
them make up a world ol beauty aud delight such
as tney have never seen except in dreams and at
tb" tiieatre. But the older heads among them
shrewdly suspect that a long pause Delore some
specially coveted object tnav result la their
liudiiig it in their stocking on Christmas
morning. This they have been taught by
pievious experience, and their faces lighted
up with gleams or an Innocent covetou-mess
they make a dead nalt before the things that capti¬
vate their faucy most, and are only torn away by
repealed admonitions to more on. They notice,
however, that tne eyes beiore whicn they are
"posing" have luliy understood what they desire
moat, and on again reaching the street enforce tnetr
wishes by dwelling with the extravagance ol youth¬
ful rhetoric upon the special loveliness and de¬
sirableness of the things for whica they hanker,
it is hardly necessary to add, nowever, that beiore
they have gone very far, the list of objects thus
tacitly agreed upon as coming benefits iroin tne
bounteous hands or Santa claus has mounted up to
utterly preposterous dimensions; aud when at last
the sightseers reach home the rest of the day is ex¬
pended lu comparing audibly the merits of the
va.ious articles, and contrasting their relative
value and dcclueding which can be best dispensed
with.
Next to the toy stores the jeweiry and fancy stores

are the busiest centres of interest. By common con¬
sent and in order to avoid inaktiijf^oo heavy de-
man is upon the purse Christmas gilts are generally
selected irom among that toug list ol elegant trifles
winch, although very pretty, cost but little. The
greai dliUculty, however, is to select something that
snail stand atair chance of not being a duplicate of
souieoody else s contribution. It la positively tma»
lug to watch some young gentleman absorbed in

8annul deliberation over the stock of some great
tore. Ue is pestered every moment by tho atten¬

tions and suggestions of the young saleslady,
who, wun a lively nope of commissions, has fas¬
tened upon nun rroui tne moment Ue has entered
the store, and runs over, in that monotonously
pleasant voice so laminar to customers, the contents
oi tue showcases. Kaon artic.e named but adds to
his mental perplexity. Bas Aramlnta a sliver thim¬
ble is sue destitute in the way or pen wipers?
Jiow would sue like a pretty little card basket ? And
Is she loud enough or Uocthe to admire and appre¬
ciate this handsome little alabaster statuette of the
great Herman poetr These are but a tracttonal per
ventage of tne tnousand aud one prooteras that flash
tnruugn his tmud, and the entreaties ot the sales¬
woman lairly bewilder bun, until at last lie "goes it
baud" aud resolves mat the very next tblug sug¬
gested, no matter what it may be snail be the one
selected. He is in tnis a wise man, though he would
have been wiser still had he quietly taken his ob¬
servations and made his decision a month beiore
tue last moment had arrived, borne lair idea ol tne
fertility ol human invention may, however, be
gleaned Irom the endless diversity or the objects
that make up the otuuiwn tai/ierutri of one of these
enormous fancy repositories.

Let us not forget either those appetizing marts
which cater to tne palate, ana w hich. In a more
direct sense than any other articles, appeal to me
senses. It ta, indeed, a treat to a man with a tatr
digestion to allot an afternoon to a carerui study of
Cnrisunas cheer. His the next best inlngtothe
Lhnsuuas dinner Itself.perhaps, actually oetter. if
the philosophic theory oi the pleasures of anticipa¬
tion being greater than the pleasures of enjoyment
liself is based on a truth. One advantage, too, about
purchases iu this direction is, that there need oe uo
secret about them. Lnlike the toys aud the books
and the other pretty tnnes aud jeweiry, they need
not be smuggled Into the house, ana then securely
concealed from popular view. Ou the con¬
trary, horn the moment that they reach
Hie hands of their final possesses, they
are an uuratuug spring ot uelignt aud
pleasurable excitement, one oi the many rnomcn-
louc questions that have to be settled a ween or so
beiore lue feast u its principal mature, buait it bo
turkey or beeior chickens or a judicious combias-
Hon of joints and poultry i But wnemer turner or
beel.these are the favorite dishes.the buying or
H and the looking at It after It Is nought are, among
plain, middie class American families, matters ol
too very gravest and most serious importauca. if
beef, now ungni aua red is the lean and now dell-
ciottsiy veilow and firm tne rat aud u turacy,
was mere ever sucn a perfectly wonderful specimen
oi a well bred and well-led dt/idon/ nut men
there arc besides the scores of other things to oe
provided lor tne dinner. Among all families that
still cherish English traditions, as so many Ameri¬
can (amines do, a plum pudding is sure to be
givea a place on the prospective bin or
fare. And as everyone knows, wno knows any¬
thing at all about it, urn making of n perfect Christ¬
mas ptum pudding is a task of Hercuies. if manu¬
factured according to the orthodox receipts it
should contain some score or so of various compo¬nent elements, and tne due weighing and tuning
ol tnose involves tremendous thought and labor.
The whole work, too, should l>e completed at least
twenty lour hours before tne dinner, umi it snouid
be *aieiy deposited in file caldron and b lied for
ban a dozen noura or ao on cm 1st mas Eve. aud
then allowed to cool and bo again boiled on Christ¬
inas day use.i for about au equal length of time.
Then I here are besides the fruit aud uutH .or des¬
sert, aud me wine and liquors, and the candles lor
the t hr.si rn,,s tree, and innumerable oilier things
to be l.iokej arier and remembered. Verily, ibis
business ol Christmas shopping U an eudless though
pleasant and deligut.ui (ask.

vt <: Shan now, m pursuance or our usual custom,
giro a net oi * few of the prlucipai stores where

article* appropriate to the season may be profitably
p;rcn.iod. nr-i 01 at. we aUali take the leweiry
store of Messrs. Tiffaa A Oik, ot i nion square,
which w beyond ell qoeation the handsomest store
01 its kind in tuu won . merely an a spectacle, it ta
well worth a visit. Tnouaaud* and ihousauds of
dollars' worth oi rich and rare and costly and e e-
gaot things dazzle mo eye, and even against the
wi l excite the desire ol possession. It is worth,
nouce, too, that the content! 01 Una beautiful
store are mostly of American manulacture.
Especially is this the case wllU silverware aud me
tluer u.id most costlv stock or jewelry, and iu tliese
linen foreuu competition is not only no longer
dreaded, but orders are even received
from abroad for ihalr p wunptioq, Ameri¬
can iiidustrial genius was never more
successful than in some of the "finishes" put upon
the silver. otanly the satin and pearl finish.and
a giance at tne rlginallty and good ia*te o( some or
the uesijrns confirms one's hope* in the future of
American art. Home of the showcases devoted to
gems ensnrme almost labulous wealth, some single
brilliants running as nigh as ilu.ooo. In Imported
goods.writing desks, broa .es, vases ana all mat
class of articles.the stock euorraous and the price*
reasonable. Tins is one 01 the most completely and
iuiiy furnished stores in N'ew \ one, aud for ali goods
to be rrnnd In It one of ibe moat available markets.
Mr. Allen's, of S4i llroadway .though the slock is
mostly confined to watches and the finer class of
jewelry.is another store euttiled to confidence and
patronage.

fanct noons.
Fancy goods, as wo showed in the Christmas

article in yesterday's Mkrai.d, may be advan¬
tageously purchased at most of lUe great dry goodsbouses, snch as Macy's, Ktnzey's, Altaian's, Ridley's
and the Uulou Adams Company. There are a lew
stores, however, specially devoted to this class of
goods. Among these me French Arcade. 843
Broadway, contains a singularly beautiful display of
a peculiar variety of Frencu, cerinaa and English
goods. Here may t>e lound an tinmen <e assortment
61 parlor flowerpots, comprising every variety oi
fancy design. The bisque figures, too, are very fine,
and by no mean* costly. There ate also some fine
specimens of majolica ware aud bronzes and runcy
French clocks and msrole statuettes. Tne original
dollar store, under the Urand Central Hotel,
is another mart, of a somewhat different
kind wuich well merits. a visit. It la filled
with every variety of elegant trifles, aud the throng
01 visitors wun which It is crowded lrora morning
till late proclaims the popularity oi the store and the
moderate nature of it* uncos. At Kelty A Co.'*,
No. eel Broadway, tnere are some novel and pretty
special goods, la oduuion to the usual stock of lur-
ntture and curtains. Among the rest there are
several lines which are especially well adapted as
presents to artists. There Is a splendid stock oi
easels and movable frames lor portfolios ol sketches
and prints. In writing desks, secretaries, book¬
cases and easy chairs the assortment is tasteful and
varied.

TOTS.
The toy stores, however, are this year especially

fi ne, and reports on an hauds represent the trade as
having been exceptionally brisk and good.

Meiscl, Latupe a Co., in Chuinbers street, havo. as
nsnal, an immense stock or new and ingenious toys,
as well as a fine stock of Boneimau glassware and
similar Hues. Their counter of dolls is alone worth
a visit to the store. The sizes vary irom almost life
size to tiny litue things, that are only fitted lor a
cradle in a doll's house. The dresses this year, too,
display exceptionally good taste; they are as per-
rccliy designed as though they had passed through
the hands of the celebrated Worth Himself. There
is a pretty stock of dolls' boots and necessaries,
which seem as careful iy made and designed as
though Intended lor tnense or adults. In game*
the stock is very large, und many oi them are new.
Tho parlor croquet and billiard sets are a
specialty. Some of tne prices of Christmas
tree ornaments are startling by their cheap¬
ness. Fancy forty ceots for one hundred and
forty-four really pretty trifles. Another novelty are
Christina* trees supeuded from the back of a snow-
covered figure of Santa Claus and lighted by gas.
Of course a rubber connection with a Jet Is neces¬
sary, but the effect Is very good. In all other lines
of toys this house presents a large and well-assorted

Hirasbnrger A Pfetffer have one of the largest
toy and lancy stores in the city. Their assortment
of musical boxes is very varied, and tue prices
seem cheaper than we have been accustomed to.
In the little triile* that are used In the lilting up of
dolls' houses, too, the display Is penectly bewilder¬
ing. Dolis, games, toy guns, magic lanterns, and
indeed everything else that has as yet been dreumod
or In the way of toys, may also be advantageously
bought here. One novelty is a coach in which are
seated some German soldiers, one of whom bears a
suspicious likeness to old Kaiser Wilheim, which,
by moving, causes the figures so play like a band.
The effect is very gooff.
William Harwcod, of »8 Oliamoers street, makes,

as usuul, a good display or new tin toys. Several
lmprovemonu in finisn and darabiUty upon those
put ont last year may be observed, among others a

«ew method of the imitation gilding of tne main
giires. Mall carts, horse cars, locomotives and

Sassenger coaches-all la tin.are very natural, and
rc of the strongest possible make. This store

Bhoaid be encouraged by the patriotic, too, for it
sells chiefly.ludeed almost entirely.American
made goods, and tiny are undoubtedly the best of
tlm kind lu the market, as is proved by the host of
nhitalions or (hem. Mr. llarwood ears he will bring
out a number of novelties during the coming year,
nut they must be kept secret lor the present, to
avoid piracy.
Among retail toy stores Mr. Staveley's, of No. 870

Rcuailaax. I* wortn a visit. nT p'^ me
¦»»¦«. arrTiigo

orcsent some very attractive mechanical toys, as
woll as a deserving general stock, ilis winnow v*
daily surrounded by a throng of sightseers, who
seem especially delighted at some new stenm loco¬
motives, which draw a train of cars over the shop
front.
Among hatters, Knox, next to the Herald build¬

ing, may )>e ineutioucd as one or the best and most
fashionable makers. We also commend to the pat¬
ronage of our readers Mr. Kspeuschcld, or No. 118
Nassau street; Mr. David, No. JWU Broadway; Mr.
Burke and Mr. Wamock.
Oue of the most necessary of articles also to bo

looked out for ui this lime is candles. These may
oe procured of pure quality and In every variety
from Mr. Eberts, of No. 54 East Twelfth street.

In carriages and sleighs Messrs. Johnston A Van
Tassel 1 display a very varied assortment or goods,
and deserve patronage.
Perhaps, however, some of our readers may desire

in their presents to select some nseiul article of
furniture. Among the best dealers we may name
Mr. CowpcrtUwaite, 156 Chatham street; Messrs.
Dealy A Cunningham, 881 and 888 Third avenue;
Clarke's, 747 liroadway; I). Kelly, 512 Eighth ave¬
nue, and Hermans A Mack. 278 Houston street.

Last, but not least, we may give a list or some of
the best piano makers. No present could be more
accepttDle to a young lauj or to a youug couple
Just beginning housekeeping. Messrs. Stelnways,
Messrs. cnlckerlng. Messrs. Weber and Messrs Har¬
ris Brothers and Horace Waters all offer good in¬
struments at established prices. As a proof of the

Erowing appreciation of the steinway piano it may
o mentioned that one was lately ordered by the

Emperor of Russia. Messrs. Decker A Barnes are
also making instruments of excellent tone and
great durability. They have recently periected a
new pin block arrangement, which greatly adds to
the strength of the piano, and which threatens to
revolutionize the old process of manufacture.

PUBLIC SCHOOL RECEPTIONS II HARLEM.

A time-honored and certainly most pertinent and
pleasing preliminary to closing the public schools
for the ho llnays are the receptions now agreeably
In vogue. Conducted with the discriminating taste
that characterizes most ol them, these receptions
constitute a decidedly gratifying feature.an oasis,
giving vitalizing rosptte to the stereotype routine
of dally duties. Rarely has a more enjoyable
reception taken place at any of our

public schools than that given yesterday at Gram¬
mar School No. 39. This school is located on 126th
street, between Second and Third avenues, and ex¬

cepting the primary department Is devoted ex¬
clusively to tne Instruction of girls, of whom the
average attendance Is about six hundred. The re¬

ception attracted an unusual number of the parents
and friends of the pupils and others interested lu
oar public school system. Recitations, singing,
reading, compositions and calismenlc exercises
made up principally the varied programme. The re¬
citations were admirably selected ami rendered with
a hi matlon. A tiny girl recited "I Want a Piece
oi cake," with au appreciative energy eliciting uni¬
versal tokens oi surprise and admiration. "Miss
Maionc's Ideas or the Heathen Chinee," as recited
by Fan uie Brush, could hardly be surpassed. The
Bulging was specially One, comprising solos, duets
and choruses, a portion of them including original
music by Mr. Daly, me music teacher, and who cer¬
tainly cannot be praised too highly for the paius-
taking In lus department. Addle Blrdsali and Laura
Pay played a duct exquisitely on the piano, and
Hattie Holmes a solo with marked feeling
and expression. An original poem, ".mow
Elves," by Miss Nedle Cone, evinced won¬
derful aptitude of versification, a wealth
of imagery aud a depth ol poetic feellug
unusuai lu one so young. The calisthenics far ex¬
ceeded any we huve ever seen. To the more meri¬
torious in the several classes were distributed semi¬
annual cent bodies, the presentation being made by
Mr. L. N. Fuller, who presided at the reception, aud,
by (he way, at its close, made one or the best ad¬
dresses to the young ladles we ever listened to. The
addresses ma te by Rev. Dr. Knlgeway and Kev».

McOolloeh aiso a<Mr. Lucas, Wlrgiaand McCoUoch si so deserve spe¬
cial encomium lor men brevity. Altogether Hie
exercises were or a deeply inieroeiliig character,
and reflect tao highest credit on Miss Manna A.
Washburue, principal, as wen as the efllcleut corps
of auxiliary top-hers under her.
Tne Primary Department of Grammar School No.

6T. situated In 115th street, between Third and
Fourth avenues, gave a reception last evening.
The room wan densely crowded by the parents and
frienus of the little one*. After an appropriate
opening address by Mr. Mediums, one of the trus¬
tees, was given a lengthy but most choice and Inter¬
esting programme ol exercises, Christmas carols,
recitations and dialogues, with tablsaus, cuarades,
and caltsibciilc exercises made up me greater share
of the entertainment. All acquitted themselves flneiv,
reflecting great credit on Mrs. Elizabeth Vance, the
popular ami efficient principal. Among the ad-
dresses delivered was one by Colouci Webster.a
truly Webaterlan effort, though In happy keeping
with iho occasion- Mr. Hoses K. Perkins, one ol the
fortaoet ol our public spirited citizen* In Ills interest.
In public schools, was announced as one of the
speakers, but he was unavoidably kept away
through nines*.

HOLIDAY LITERATURE.

Songs, Stories and Sketches for

People of All Ages.

Intellectual Studies for Adults and Gems
for Juveniles.

Books are popular and appropriate presents for
the hollda ys. inere are innumerable other articles
eiinur useiul or ornamental, or both combined, that
are suitable lor gifts, according to the tastes or
individuals, but booics are never out ol place as

presents In a country where there is so much gene¬
ral intelligence as there is in the United States. The
province of literature Is to nmuse or to lustruct the
n.iud, and when amusement la blended with In*
siructlon, when the iancj is pleased, the intellect
eo.lgbteneu and the moral sentiment of the h-art
awakened, the highest office of literature Is attained.
The author assume* a responsible and on important
mission to mankind, and while many ol the publica¬
tions or the day fall far below tue standard which
lovers of literature would delight to see impressed
on each printed page, there are every year issued
from tue press books widen may be truly said to be
Idspired.
?t this season of the year especially, In view of

the near approach ol the Christinas and Now Year
holidays, authors and publishers are basliy engaged
in bringing out new books aud new editions to at¬
tract the atteuiion and suit the sentiments of pur¬
chasers. There are certain standard works of lact
aud fiction which are always tu demand among a

rapidly increasing population, and these the pub¬
lishers present in various styles to accommodate
the purses 01 richer or poorer people. New
books, works ol merit, are eagerly sougnt after by
Americans, who aro so fond of what is novel, and
who buy more books than the inhabitants of say
other country in Christendom. The catalogues of
prominent publishers contain the titles of uew and
old productions on all sorts of subjects,
from which purchasers must make selections. Mauy
of these we have noticed from time to time, as the
first or Bubsequont editions have beeu issued; and
at the present moment we must confine ourselves to

a passing reference to ilic more recent publications
that hare reached us.

Poetry affords a irultlul field for arttstlo illustra¬
tion, aud some ol the songs and tho stories told In
verse, original aud selected, which we have re¬

ceived, are interspersed with Illustrations which are

beautiful specimens of art. Forty-two of this class
of wood engravings, each one of them signal tri¬
umphs of artistic skill, emi*elllsh "Tue Stout of
the Fountain," by William Cullcn Bryant, pub¬
lished by the Appletons. This beautiful little
book embodies lu a most remarkable
degree the harmonious combination of
poetry and art. The swoctest emotions of humanity
are at onoe awakened by the title or the volume of
selections Just reissued by "Scribnor A Co., under the
sympathetic name or "Sonus of tor IIkart."
"Sonus of Life" and "Sonus of Home" have
already preceded the present volume in this new,
improved and pleasing style, and . -Sonus of Na¬
ture," soon to follow, will complete the series.
The poems were first pnbnshed in one volnme,
called "Folk Songs," but the four volumes Into
which they have now been divided, with separate
and appropriate titles, will, when completed, com¬

prise not only the original book, but also numerous
new poems and Illustrations. Lore will near its
tender sentiment distinctly echoed in tbeso>
responsive songs; Joy will hear notes
of giaduoss; Sorrow will receive consolation
and hope from the voices of angels and the words
of Jesus; aspiring souis will find sympathy and in¬

centive; and all who will may hear the charms of
domestic life, tue wonders of the universe, the
goodness of Ood and the glories of immortality Bang
and celebrated. "Ballads of Irish chivalry,"
by Robert Dwyer Joyce, published by Patrick Dona-
hoe, in Boston, contains a voluminous collection of
ballads, songs and poems that will appeal to the
humorous, affectionate anil martial eloincntu, wuiuii
are prominent characteristics of a race tliat bas ao

many native representatives anil <lcaoondauts In
America. "Jua Poetical Favorites" is the
attractive title given 10 the selection made
ojr Trofesw Asau el o. KendricK. of the
Rochester University, froin the best minor poems
in tne English language. This Is tne second edi¬
tion; it is published by tiiielilon A Co., and contains
the choicest gums of revered and nonored deceased
and surviving authors, including several familiar
selections, whtcn cau only uc credited as "anony¬
mous." Tne collection covers au extensive range
or poetry, secular and sacred. The volume la of
convenient Btzo, and Is furnished with a copious
index. "Tub 1'oRrs op the Nineteenth Czn-
tub*" Is the well-known title of a work which has
had an extensive circulation m Europe and Amer¬
ica. Tne Harpers have emtiellisbed this new edi¬
tion with 141 beautnnl engravings, drawn by
eminent artists, and the book has been en¬

larged from 400 to 614 octavo pages.
AU the illustrations are superb. Many of them are
new ones, while the text contains recont popular
productions ol contemporaneous American aud
British authors. "Die I'oets of the Nineteenth
century" is a standard work, and may be con¬
sidered an embodiment of the poetic genins ot the
centurv which found expression la the English
language from the time of Beattio to tbo preseut
period. "Tuk Pokms of Schiller," complete, In
the original Ccrnuu, with translations Into English
on the opposite pages, appear in one duodecimo
volume, Issued by Kbhler, of Philadelphia.
The idea ot the publisher has been to pre¬
sent in a handy lorm an elegant and correct
collection of the poetic productions of that
purc-ininded German genius. Tne arrangement or
the volume will afford much pleasure to those who
wish to compare the original with the translations.
"Poems for tdb Million" comprise the miscel¬
laneous pieces contributed from time to time by
Francis s. Smith to the columns of tne New York
Weekly newspaper, which are now for the flist time
collected, aud published for the author by the Ame¬
rican News Company. "Dream Life and Other
Poems," by Siockton Bates, is a neat little volume
just published by Claxton, Remsen k Danedinger,
oi Philadelphia. The verses are for the most part
light and musical, without being particularly poeti¬
cal. "Short Poems fob SHORT Picoplk," by Edgar
Fuwcctt, publianed by Francis B. Felt & Co., is, m
Its title indicates, a collection or original little
poems suitable ror children. The subjects are
various and the style is easy and simple. Many of
them have hitherto appeared In various magazines
and Journals and are now collected and published
by permission. A pretty little story In verse ror
Christmas Eve, written by Edward Abbott and
published by Randolph k Co., is entitled "The
Badt'h Things," and is designed to illustrate the
beneficence of charity.that "Mis more blessed to

give than to receive."
Successful efforts have been made In recent years

to render science popular. Lectures and books
upon different scientific subjects nave contributed
materially to unveil the wonders and beau¬
ties that lie hidden In agencies and objects
with which we have seemed to be familiar. The
domain of science is an extensive one, including as

It does the earth, the sea, the air, all forms or
animal and vegetable life, the stellar universe and
the aspirations of the human mind to understand
all the laws of nature and even unravel the myste¬
ries of the Infinite. In "Firbsidk science, " pub¬
lished by Hurd k Houghton, wo have a series of

popular scientific essays by Professor James R.
Nichols upon sabjecis connected with the every-day
affairs of individuals and families. The author has
confined hlmseir principally to plain and practloat
observations upon chemistry, and haa pre¬
sented in this instructive end Intereetlng
Utile volume some of the deductions of the science
ana its bearings upon hygiene and the useful aria.

Agriculturists will find much important informa¬
tion in these unpretending pages, and the general
reader will be charmed with tne remarks upon
familiar subjects, and especially with the bdei but

sparkling essay on "the lost arts." "Tag Wondbrs
of ths Watsb," translated irom the Kronen of

Gaston Tissandier by Dr. Scheie de Vera, of the

University oi Virginia, published by Charles Ben li¬

ner k Co.. gtvea us a comprehensive insight into the

marvels or the ocean, the system ot circulation of
water in rivers ana the atmosphere, tne mechanic
cai ana chemical action or water on continents,
the physical and chemical properties or water, ana
the uses to whlon It may be a n!lei. The appendix
contains analyses 01 various mineral waters in the
United states. The hook is highly Interesting and
the text is Interspersed with several illustrations. A

more thoroughly scientific and mncn more elaborate
work, however, issued by tne same publishers, Is
a lame octavo volume oi 700 pages, entitled "In¬
sects at Home," by the Roy. J. o. Wood, author
ot several works on kindroa topics. It is at once a

scientific and popular account of the structure,
habits and transformations ot insects, and is tne
result of the author's life-long, persevering
end patient study of entomology. Tne book is em¬
bellished by a brilliantly illuminated frontispiece, a

score 01 splendid lull page plates and a profusion of
less elaborate bat not less finely finished woodcuts,
snowing upward of seven hundred figures oi insects.
It Is an exhaustive treatise on the subject and is

among the most valuable of all the publications we
have seen issue i from the press on the eve or the
approaching holidays, bovers ot grace, harmony
and elegance will be wall repaid by the perusal of
Proiessor Bascom's lectures on "./Esthetics; on,
The (science or Beauty." In the present
edition of Ills lectures, which are now cor¬

rected and enlarged as the fruits of fur¬
ther thought and new opportunities for ob¬
servation, Professor Bascom defines and illustrates
the nature and principles of Taste and Beauty In
their multifarious physical, intellectual and moral as¬

pects; and th n, purautog tne subject to its practical
application, po nts out Its important and proper in¬
fluence upon landscape gardening, architecture,
sculpture, painting and poetry, ana fitly closes nis

highly interesting observations upon Beauty with a

beauttlul upostrophe to Truth.
"The Wonders of tuk Yosemitr Valley and

of California," the text by proiessor Samuel
Kneeland, with original pnotographlc illustrations
by John P. Soule, and recently published by Alex¬
ander Moore, of Boston, forms a handsome gut book
for the season. North America is prolific in mag¬
nificent natural scenery, but It is in the Par West,
among and beyond tne nocky Mountains and the
Sierra Nevadas, that the maiestlo monuments of
the physical creation appear in tneir greatest sub¬
limity. Many of the wonders ol that rugged region
are minutely described and accurately Illustrated
In this elegant octavo volume, which will
be particularly appreciated by all lovers of the
grand and imauiliul tu nature, and especially of
mountain scenery unparalleled in tne world; and to

sncu this souvenir of the Bierra* Is iuscribed, "Boa-
mea reminiscences," by General Murcy, Inspector
General of the United states Army, Just published
by the Harpers, contains a host or liuuiorons sketches
and very funuy stories, and concludes with some

sensible remarks and important intormatton con.

cernlng the rapid settlement of the new Northwest
.and the routes of the olirerent Pacific railroads.

Among tne most fascinating and facetious books
of travoi is "The American touii of Messrs.

Brown, Jones and Rosinson," issued by Appieton.
It is a pictorial history ot what they saw and did in
the United States, Catiaua and Cuba, and will afford
an ail but lnexoaustlble luud for uierriuieut to the
lovers or the humorous. Tne pages are quai to sue,
and contain a curious collection of every
variety of inunitablo inn-provoking sketches.
In a handy, Buiall-sLzed duodecimo, pub¬
lished by Lee A Shcpard, Ooth in Boston
and New 7 ork, Professor James de Mille relates in
an amusing manner the strange adventures of "Tuk
Youno Dodge club among tub Brigands." Botn
tne last-named publications are very entertaiulng
books, but they differ very widely in their cnaracter;
lor while the mn oi the lormor Is apparent in the

pictures, the numor or tne latter centres In the
stones. But the recital of adventures wulch savor

more of tne reality Is, that lu another volume of
Thomes' Ocean Life senes, which also comes
from the press of Lee A NUepani. Mr.
Thomes Is the author of several previously pub¬
lished and successful seolanng stories, and ihe
present volume, which is the latest of the series,
professes to desonbe "The Whaleman's adven¬
tures IN THE SANDWICH ISLANDS AND CALIFOR¬
NIA." As the narrative proceeds the interest
Increases, and joulblut readers will sit euchauted
from tbo bogiftpipg <wtu .til© WDOlC ino J^ni w

the Boston boy is onde<l.
There are a few volumes of a more serious and

substantial nature, mention of which most not l>e
omitted. First among tncse is "The bow in tuk

Cloud," a book or short essays on religions sub¬
jects, by the Ktght Kev. William bacon, bishop of
the Diocese or Pennsylvania, and published In
Philadelphia by the liubbard Brothers. The essays
are arranged under the general heads of Affliction,
Resignation, Conilort, Leaning on the beloved and
The Sleep In Jesns; and each is followed by short
scriptural ana poetical selections. The book Is
elegantly Illustrated and beautifully bound.
It contains a large amount of profitable reading, is
lull of consolation for the sorrowful, and will be
reverentially perased by those who are religiously
Inclined.

1-Gentle Measures in the Management op
the Young," by Jacob Abbott, published by the
Harpers, is an argument presented to a very fami¬
liar style, lutenaod vo demonstrate the principles
on which a Arm parental authority may be estab¬
lished and maintained without violence or anger,
and the right development of the moral
and mental capacities be promoted by
methods in harmony with the structnre and the
characteristics of the Juvenile mind. We commeud
"Gentle Measures" to the earnest attention of
parents and guardians. From the Harpers also we
have a thoughtful volume from the pen or Gail Ham¬
ilton, entitled "Woman's Worth and Worthless-
ness," In which she discusses sooial subjects, par¬
ticularly the woman question, from a reasonable
standpoint. Readers who are laminar with and
who fancy the writings ot Gail Hamilton will be glad
to find her serial sketches on tne topics treated,
collected and arranged In this more convenient and
enduring form.
"Dbmorkht's Fasiiion Mauazinb and Young

America," bound In the choicest holiday style, with
chromos set in the covers, and everything that can

please the femlatae and Infantile mind inside,
besides large framed chromo lithographs as pre¬
miums for each purchaser, are among the Illumi¬
nated literature for the holidays.
Ihere are amoua the holiday publication* qnlte a

large number or gems of all descriptions lor the Ju¬
veniles. Three little story books, printed and
bound in unlfcrm style, by De Witt O. Lent A Co.,
461 Broome street, and called the uakhuist Library,
are entitled respectively "Lawemncb Liston, Jr.,"
"Oaequrst: What Harry and I Did There".
(both by the same author, "M. L. R. »."j.and "Fa¬
bles for Little Foles," by "Leai."

Each tale contain* a moral and no doubt
You all bar* wit enough to nnd them out.

Five entertaining stories lor the youog folks, by
Katherlaa Saunders, are published in one volume
by Ueorge Kontledge A Sous, under the curious title
or the first of these tales, which la called "Tue
Haunted Cbust." The other stories are "Joan
Merry weather," "The Flower Girl, "Old Mathow's
Puzzle," and "Gentle Jack." Dodd A Mead publish
the story of "Ihe Old Back Room," by Jennie
Harrison, a book more especially tor boys, though
It hae "A Chapter to ihe Girls" In it. The
girls will be ept to luqulre why only one

chapter was devoted to them while the re¬

maining thirty-six might be considered more par¬
ticularly inteaded for the boys. Macuiillan A Co. pub¬
lish three very beautliully bound and illustrated,
small size quartos, entitled "The Lost Child,"
"Little Lucy's Wonderful Gloss" aud "Puss
and Robin," the two former in prose and the Utter
in rhymes. A charming story for larger chil¬
dren, by the author ol "When I was a
Little Girl," publlaiied in equally elegant style,
also by Maomiilan, Is christened "Nine
Years Old." Two other little story books."The
Vagabond," and "Claude bpbncrr and Wad¬
dles" (under one cover) both by Mrs. P. Marshall
Ward, published by T. Whlttaker A Company, Bible
Bouse, complete our present list of tales lu prose
for children. "The Lady Klgiva" a Christmas
Myth in verso, by the author ot "Bertha Weisser's
Wish," is the last and the least in Bize or all the
holiday books lor boys and gins that have been
placed upon our ubie. In the splendid establish*
menu of the various publlaher* and booksellers,
however, will be lound hundreds of other works,
suitable tor people ot an testes and ages, and some

of them may be even more attractive than several
«I those thai we have mentioned*

ART^MATTERS.
Rxkibltloa tr Water Colors at flnedeMr*!

Utllary.
There is perhaps no department of art which po»

.esses so muoh charm for the general public aa
painting In water colors. 80 much or freshness
and simplicity characterize both the subjects and
their treatment that those who can admire
beauty without too clearly comprehending it
find themselves more at their ease before those
exquisite little sketches or uature produced
with a brilliancy and tenderness of color that la
rarely lound in the stronger and more durable paint¬
ing in oU. Water color paluttng owes us popu¬
larity to this quality of exquisite delicacy or color,
which harmonizes so well with our most rehued

CONCKPTIONS OP BKAUTY,
and perception or tints, which cannot be conveyed
with the same ricmiess and del vacy by any other
process. In the present exhibition we meet with a
number ol examples by artists of well-estab¬
lished reputation lu the Uitrerent genres. Some
¦Flower Studies," by De Longreprcs, carefully
drawn and very brlltiaut lu color. Excellent taste
has been displayed In the selection of the flowers of
various hues, which are grouped so as to offer
gentle contrasts, without dtsturolng the harmony
or the general etiect. several landscapes by Martin,
are lull of cnarming feeling One very cool bit,
with water In iho ion-ground and groups of
trees lu the middle distance, exhibits thorough
sympathy with What Is poetlo in country scenery,
and has been carefully and effectively composed.
The modelling of the hill lorm in the

background and the distribution or the
light and shade evidence knowledge and feel¬
ing on the part of the artisc. The sense ol
ol space and atmosphere Is also well caught, but the
tone ol tUe pic nic is almost loo cold. Another
landscape ny tne same artist, with a sunset effect, is
treated with

A TRNPKR THOOUHTFULNB3S
that reveals poonc tooling In tuo artist. This qual¬
ity - necessary lu all departments of art.Is abso¬
lutely essential in landscape, aud U is to its ab-
¦euco that wo owe so many paintings wnlch, though
exhibiting skul In tne cxecutiou, tail to move or
impre-s us because tney are wanting in the quality
or sympathy which is the very soul ol
true art. In this sunset tue artist makes
amouds tor the coldness of his coloring in tne
painting we have just noticed. The distant horizon
is batued in crimson tints by the departing sun and

Jtie shadows which are gradually stealing over tne
oregrouud of the landscape. Perhaps tue moat im¬
portant work in tue gahcry is Vibert'a "Spauish
Monk," which is well known through the engrav¬
ings. This example Is uil ol ihu drollery, at times
a little grotesquo, whtca runs through nearly all
Vibcrt's works. The two monks returning from
market are capitally drawn, and tne coarse, volup¬
tuous uaiure ol tue one on loot, who directs a look
01 very earthly admiration in the direction of the
peasant girt who stands close to the wall to allow
tho mouks to puss. We cannot say that this work
belongs to a high class 01 art, bacausa

THIS KSSKNTIAI. OF ALL Tit1TB ART
Is truth and purity, and in this we have only a
pandorlng to a vulgar prejudice, lu point of execu¬
tion, however, the work possesses a great uea> of
merit. The Ugures arc well drawn and the group
capitally composed. He must be a dull person
Indeed who roquiros any explanation or the story
sought to be conveyed. Auolher example by the
same artist presents an old geutieman of the p.uit
century alter what uas evidently bceu au cxceileut
repast, and the old fellow is lying back lu his caati
at peace with liiiuseil aud with all the world.
Jierue ileliecumr contribute* several subjects, which
display considerable artistic power. The most
elaborate 01 these is au ulterior, in winch ¦
lady is regardlug a parrot. .Some houses aud trees
wuu<e bare branches uud irosty aspect tell us mat
It is winter, ure seeu through a window. There
is uo story, aud the picture oepeuds, like so mauy

MODICUM I-AtNilXGH,
entirely on the skid displayed m its execution to
interest us. in tUe present work theie is a repose-
lul sentiment about the comuosltion that is very
pleusiug. Tne details have been pulnted with great
care. Another work by tue same artist, which we
like uiucn better, Is a love-uiaking sceue by a beau
of the oldeu time. Tho composition conveys all the
story, aud tho Ugures are lirmly aud naturally
drawn. Tho ladv's diess is painted with
rare lorce and brilliancy ot color. There are quite
a number of other works wuich arc worthy of no¬
tice, but we ate compelled by want ol space to pass
tuein by. The exhibition 01 waier colors Is quite
a novelty, as our galleries are almost wholly de¬
voted to the display 01 paintings lu ou, to the neg¬
lect or this important and deilgtitiul branca of tue
flue arts, lu England and Frauce water color
painting disputes tne public lavor with much suc¬
cess wilu lis more powerful rival, aud there is no
doubt that the introduction of good examples ol
tills sclu ol into America will nave the effect of de¬
veloping a taste lor these lighter works among our
poopie. i'ue present collection will welt repay a
visit.

Art Met.
? number ot paintings by European and a¦African

artists win be offered lor sale at bchenck's (Miction
room, Liberty street, to-day. Tiie collection is not
large, but tlie names or tlte artists are latniliar to
the puollc. 'l Here are no works of extraordinary
merit, but there are mauy pleasing and effective
pictures. Among these, "Sew York Bay," by E.
Morau, deserves special mention as a carefnily
studied and meritorious work. We have the usual
excellence In the water treatment which is louna in
this artist's works, combined with sky palming ot
rare effectiveness. Tho sunjoct is a good one, and
well handled. "A Coast .Scene/ by Mr. Heade, la
also well worthy or notice, displaying excellent
judgment In the palming or still water.
Ibis artist seems to have adopted his style iron
Whistler, an American artist, whose painting of
English river scenes attracted mncn attention in
England a few years ago. lie is, however, wanting
In tho lorce aud depth of color which distinguish
tne very original works of Mr. Whistler. "The Lit¬
tle Laundress," by Arnaux, "Tne card Players" and
"Teasing Polly, ' by Wuiems. witn a low other
works, complete the foreign representation. A
largo number 01 our native artists are also repre-
seuted. Oae good teature iu the collection is mat
all tno woras are original. Most of the interior
works were disposed or at yesterday's sale at re¬
markably low prices, indeed, the problem ot life
must tie a very dittlcult cue with our young us-
pi runts to an honors if all their productious sell
as cheapiy as those which sir. fcchenck disposed of
yesterday.

MINER S SALESROOM.
A collection ol some huudreu paintings will be

Bold tu-dav at this auction room. Most ol the works
make no claim to originality and meroiy purport to
be copies from the masterpieces of the Old World.
Home men walk boldly "where ungeis tear to
tread," and these works lurnlsn us with an excel¬
lent cxemptiOcatlon of the proverb. Those at ail
conversant witli art know the difficulties that attend
me copying 01 aMurmo, Guido. Greuxo or u Keui-
br.UKtr, and how the greatest aru-ts ol modern
times lay dowu their palettes and abandon the un¬
equal struggle. Copies alter tne old masters, oven
by muse distinguished In art, always are
unsatisfactory, and we can soarcely expect to And
satisfactory work niter men altogether unknown.
Hut we suppose mat there are people whose tost*
leads tliern to preier indifforent copies of great
works lo less pretentious contemporary works.
Tnere are iu the collection a numner of water color
paintings by calterinole, It. A., and lluyes, l(. II. A.,
and Clarke, It. A., which possess a great deal ol
tncrtt- "Sounding the charge" Is a spirited com¬
position, aud "The Monk's blessing," by the same
anibt, displays deep feeling ami effecilve color,
tonic very meritorious marine paintings by Haves
and one or two examples by Clarke, are sufficient to
lend interest to the collection.

FREE fIqHT IN A GIN MILL.
Eyt-Usndnf) Cannibalism and Clubbing.A

Policeman In a Tight Corner.
The liquor store on the northwest corner ot Fifty,

fourtn street and Hecond avenue, owned by Jerry
Murphy, was the scene ol an oxcitiug disturbance
on Wednesday afternoon. Several persons were

engaged In "chucking" dloe when a misunderstand¬
ing arose between two of tho parties, the result of
which was a free light of the roughest ana moss
exciting description.something on the Kentucky
style. Eye-gouging, nose-biung claiming ana
tumbling or the highest order were indulged in,
wuti kest and great freedom, until Oillcer
Kiordan, of the nineteenth precinct, put
in appearance ou the scene oi battle. tie
made a mint attempt at queuing tho row, when
those who were heretofore lighting among them¬
selves now turned upon hiui, and alter knockiug
him down three or tour tunes took his club away
and would nave used him pretty roughly dui lor
tho Interierenceof the two bartenders, with wituse
assistauoe he succeeded in arrusuug Patrick Walsh,
William guirk and Walter Butier, who were locked
up. Walsh naa a bad cut on his head, besides hav¬
ing one ol his eurs badly eaten, gturk hail awo a
severe cut on the head. Tne three were yesterday
taken before Alderman Plunktit, at iheYorkvillc
Police Court, v here Hutler was discharged aud the
other two held to bail to answer.

"NOBBY CLARK" AGAIN IN TROUBLE.
William Harding, alias "Nobby Clark," one ol (b*

most expert pickpockets In the city, was arraigned
before Justice Cox at Jefferson Market yesterday
morning. Theodore W. Todd, or 77 Front street,
charges that on Wednesday night, while on tiie rear
plattorm ol one of the New llaren Railruad o.trs, Har¬
ding and a companion shoved against bun. lie lelt
for Iiih wallet, coniauiing C.bin money, and found it
missing, Ho Immediately seized Harding and
handed h.m over to the custody ol Oilloer Evans, ol
Hie iwemy-nmih precinct. His aoeoiupnoo sno-
tended in making his escape with tue plunder, lis
denied the charge, hi;t was locked up lor examina¬
tion.


